AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 
U. S. Application No. 09/225,486 

IN THE TITLE : 

Please delete the present title and replace it with the following new title: 

IMAGE PROCESSING METHOD AND IMAGE OUTPUTTING APPARATUS TO 
COMPENSATE FOR COLOR DIFFERENCES DUE TO A TYPE OF IMAGE SENSING 
DEVICE 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel claims 1, 6-9, 11, 12, 14, and 16 without prejudice or disclaimer. 
Please enter the following amended claims: 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Currently Amended) An the image processing method as claimed in Claim 1, of 
carrying out image processing on a digital image signal the image processing method 
comprising: 

extracting a characteristic value representing a characteristic of an image sensing device 
from digital image signals of a plurality of images of subjects photographed by the image 
sensing device; and 

carrying out image processing according to the characteristic value on the digital image 

signals; 

wherein the characteristic value, when each of the digital image signals is composed of 
RGB color signals, is a total average of averages of the digital image signals and 

the image processing converts RGB color signals in a digital image signal representing an 
image of a gray subject to be equalized, based on the total average. 
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3. (Original) An image processing method as claimed in Claim 2, wherein the total 
average is an average of weight-averages based on weight coefficients, each of which is 
determined by a color of each pixel in each digital image signal. 

4. (Original) An image processing method as claimed in Claim 2, wherein the image 
processing is carried out by weighting the average or the weight-averages by using a 
predetermined weight coefficient. 

5. (Original) An image processing method as claimed in Claim 3, wherein the image 
processing is carried out by weighting the weight-averages by using a predetermined weight 
coefficient. 

6. (Original) An image processing method as claimed in Claim 1, wherein the 
characteristic value is extracted based on a histogram or a cumulative histogram of each of the 
digital image signals. 

7. (Original) An image processing method as claimed in Claim 6, wherein the histogram 
or the cumulative histogram, when each of the digital image signals is composed of color signals, 
is found based on the digital image signal from which high saturation pixels have been 
eliminated. 

8. (Original) An image processing method as claimed in Claim 6, wherein the image 
processing converts, based on the characteristic value, contrast of the image represented by the 
digital image signal. 

9. (Original) An image processing method as claimed in Claim 7, wherein the image 
processing converts, based on the characteristic value, contrast of the image represented by the 
digital image signal. 
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10. (Currently Amended) An image processing method as claimed in Claim 1, of 
carrying out image processing on a digital image signal the image processing method 
comprising: 

extracting a characteristic value representing a characteristic of an image sensing device 
from digital image signals of a plurality of images of subjects photographed by the image 
sensing device; and 

carrying out image processing according to the characteristic value on the digital image 

signals; 

wherein the characteristic value, when each of the digital image signals is composed of 
RGB color signals, is a value regarding chroma or color saturation of each of the digital image 
signals and 

the image processing converts the chroma of the digital image signal, based on the 
characteristic value. 

1 1. ( Original) An image processing method as claimed in Claim 1, wherein the 
characteristic value, when each of the digital image signals is composed of RGB color signals, is 
a value of each color signal in each pixel in each of the digital image signals relative to an 
average of the color signals thereof, and 

the image processing converts the digital image signal by referring to a table representing 
a relationship between the characteristic value and the average of the color signals. 

12. (Original) An image processing method as claimed in Claim 1, wherein the 
characteristic value, when each of the digital image signals is composed of RGB color signals, is 
a value of each color signal or values of color signals other than one of the RGB color signals in 
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each pixel in each of the digital image signals relative to the value of the one color signal, and 

the image processing converts the digital image signal by referring to a table representing 
a relationship between the value of the one color signal and the characteristic value. 

13. (Original) An image processing method as claimed in Claim 11, wherein the 
characteristic value is found based on the digital image signal from which high saturation pixels 
have been eliminated. 

14. (Original) An image processing method as claimed in Claim 12, wherein the 
characteristic value is found based on the digital image signal from which high saturation pixels 
have been eliminated. 

15. (Currently Amended) An the image processing method as claimed in Claim 1, of 
carrying out image processing on a digital image signal, the image processing method 
comprising: 

extracting a characteristic value representing a characteristic of an image sensing device 
from digital image signals of a plurality of images of subjects photographed by the image 
sensing device; and 

carrying out image processing according to the characteristic value on the digital image 

signals; 

wherein the characteristic value is extracted from a thumbnail image signal of the digital 
image signals. 

16. (Original) An image processing method as claimed in Claim 1, wherein the 
characteristic value, in the case where each digital image signal is of JPEG image file format, is 
extracted based on a signal of a direct current component in the JPEG image file. 
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17. (Currently Amended) An image processing method as claimed in Claim ±15, 
wherein the image sensing device converts information of a photographed subject into a digital 
image signal and comprises recording means for recording the digital image signal in a recording 
medium. 

18. (Original) An image processing method as claimed in Claim 17, wherein a flag 
indicating whether or not the digital image signal has been corrected after photographing is 
recorded in the recording medium together with the digital image signal, and 

the extraction of the characteristic value and the image processing are carried out only on 
a digital image signal having the flag among the digital image signals. 

19. (Original) An image processing apparatus for carrying out image processing on a 
digital image signal, the image processing apparatus comprising: 

characteristic value extracting means for extracting a characteristic value representing a 
characteristic of an image sensing device from digital image signals of a plurality of images of 
subjects photographed by the image sensing device; and 

image processing means for carrying out image processing according to the characteristic 
value on the digital image signals. 

Please add the following new claim: 

20. (New) An image processing method of carrying out image processing on a digital 
image signal comprising: 

extracting a characteristic value representing a characteristic of an image sensing device 
from digital image signals of a plurality of images of subjects photographed by the image 
sensing device; and 
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carrying out image processing on the digital image signals, according to the characteristic 

value, 

wherein the characteristic value relates to at least one of brightness, tone and sharpness of 
the image sensing device and is determined using digital image data derived from more than two 
different images photographed by the image sensing device. 
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